
2011 • PINOT NOIR
Hahn estate Vineyard

R. Franscioni “Apex” Vineyard

santa lucia highlands

Monterey County

TASTING NOTES:
For 2011, we sourced one ton of clone 459 from the 
venerable Hahn Estate vineyard, picked on 10/12/11
just prior to the rains. Then came Dijon fruit from Ray 
Franscioni’s SLH Apex vineyard in the form of half ton 
each of 115 and 667, plus one ton of 777, all picked 
10/28/11. It’s an understatement to say that vintage
2011 was a cliffhanger. 

The late picking dates underscore the challenges of the 
vintage: some scrambled for early picks, but in this case, 
patience prevailed. Despite the rains, fruit matured, and 
this wine definitely proves a valiant survivor. Opening
with aromas of cedar closet, sagebrush, juniper, cherry 
tobacco, rosemary and carob, the flavors are deeply 
seductive with pomegranate, dark cherry, tarragon, 
cranberry, Thai basil and salty black licorice. This is 
already a wine for contemplation. Don’t rush to conclusions.

Comanche Cellars is an ultra-tiny (under 1k cases) winery named after Comanche, owner Michael Simon’s horse 
when he was ten years old. This trusty childhood companion was an important part of a young life, and his name 
is a loving tribute to this old friend. In his honor, Comanche Cellars wines are boldly flavored steeds, built to go the 
distance, with sure-footed speed and confidence. Simons is proud that Comanche’s name and shoes are on every 
bottle of his wine. Maybe those horseshoes will bring you some good luck! 

Comanche Cellars is located on California’s Monterey Peninsula, where we take advantage of the incredible wealth of 
vineyards that can be found in almost every direction, except, perhaps, due West. We’re happy to be in the sweet spot 
right now, as Wine Enthusiast recently named Monterey as one of the Top 5 winegrowing regions worldwide! With 
the Santa Lucia Highlands, Arroyo Seco and San Antonio Valley as superb growing areas, we believe we’re creating 
incredibly beautiful wines that can and will rival the best the world has to offer. 

Produced & Bottled by Comanche Cellars
Marina CA • Monterey, CA
831.320-7062
ComancheCellars@yahoo.com
ComancheCellars.com

Suggested Retail: $34

Case Production: 135

Aged in 50% new French, Radoux and Rousseau 
M toast for 20 months

Harvest Date: Oct. 12, 2011 Hahn Vineyard, 
Oct. 28, 2011, Apex Vineyard

Alcohol: 14.38% 

pH: 3.51

HANDMADE MONTEREY COUNTY WINES


